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its imaginary coat, is no other than platina fHll :
and, which is of more extenfive utility, to diftinguith
all the abufes, that may be made with this metal,
and reftore the gold, fo debafed, to its original purity
and value.

XXL An Account of the Temple of Serapis
at Pozzuoli in the Kingdom of Naples :
In a Letter to John Ward, LL.D. and
R.S. Vice-Pre/. by the Rev. John Nixon,
M. A F.R.S.

S IR,

Read Mar. 17. EFORE we enter upon a more

1757- particular confideration of this no«
ble piece of antiquity, it may not be improper to
premife the general account (and indeed the only
one I have met with yet publithed), which is given
of it by Mefl. Cochin and Bellicard, in a little (1)
treatife printed at Paris in 1755. Thefe gentlemen
acquaint us, that in 1749 there were only three
pillars of this building vifible, and that they were
buried half way within the ground : but that foon
after, workmen being employed by order of the
King of the Two Sicilies to dig at the place, they

came to the pedeftals of thofe pillars ; and at length -

difcovered the building to have been a temple, which

(1) Obfervations fur les Antiquités d’Herculaneum, &', p. 82.
(as
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(as it was judged by the principal (2) idol found there,

and fome other circumftances) was dedicated to Se-
rapis. 'They tell us further, that many ftatues and
vafes of excellent workmanfhip had been taken out
of the ruins; and that the whole temple was ex--
tremely magnificent, being built, or cafed through-
out, with marble, even to.the parts appropriated to-
the meaneft offices.

This account, tho’ fhort, is yet fufficient to excite
in the curious a defire to be more fully informed,
both as to the ancient and modern ftate of this place.
To gratify in fome meafure that defire is the pur-
pofe of the prefent letter,

In order to form any conjeture coneerning
the antiguity of the building before us, we muft
know, that the worthip of Serapis, to- whom it is
fuppofed to have been confecrated, was not intro-
duced at Rome till towards the end of the republic;
and then tolerated in the fuburbs only (3). How-
ever, at length he was allowed to have temples
ere¢ted to him within the precinéts of the city ;
chiefly by the authority of Vefpafian, who was
thought to have reftored a blind mran (4) to his fight
at Alexandria by the aid and direction of this deity.
And upon this account he continued to be held in
high veneration by Titus and Domitian, the fons of
that Emperor, as appears by their (5) ftamping his

(2) For a more particular account of this ftatue, now in the
palace at Portici, I beg leave to refer you to a paper of mine read
before the Royal Society on Feb. 24. laft,

(3) Dio. L.xL

(4) Suet. Vefp. c. 7.

(5) For authorities, fee Middleton’s Germana Antiq.. Mon..
P 152

image.
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image on the reverfe of their coins, Now as it is
reafonable to fuppofe, that the other cities of Italy
followed the example of the metropolis in this in-
ftance, as well as, we find, they did in others of a
fimilar nature ; we may with fome probability place
the foundation of this temple at Pozzuoli fomewhere
within the period affigned above.

As for the particular ftate of this building, it is
fituated on the weft fide of the town, near to, and
upon a level with, the beach (See Tas.II.). Its
grand entrance is towards the fouth, and feems to
have been a veftibule fupported by four columns.
This introduces you into a fpacious portico, or cor-
ridor (6), which was defigned to defend fuch as
affembled here to worthip from the injuries of the
weather; as alfo to afford a commodious paflfage
into a range of rooms of different dimenfions, dif-
pofed on all the four fides of the court.

Thefe chambers feem defigned for preparing the
facrifices, lodging the priefts, and keeping their veft-
ments ; as alfo the fuel, ftores, and other things re~
quifite for the fervice of the temple: not to omit
the convenience of purifying both the priefts and the

(6) Pliny (L.ix. ep. 39.) acquainting his archite& with his
purpofe to repair a temple of Ceres, which was upon his eftate,
fays, Nullum in proximo fuffugium aut imbris, aut folis. Videor
ergo munifice fimul religiofeque faélurum, fi @di, quam pulcherrimam
exflruxero, addidero porticus : illam ad z:{um dee, has ad hominum.
That thefe portico’s commonly inclofed the whole fite of the an-
cient temples, as in this at Pozzuoli, feems implied in what fol-
lows : Quantum ad porticus, nibil interim occurrit, quod videatur
¢ffe iftinc repetendum : nifi tamen, ut formam fecundum rationem loci
cribas ; neque enim poffunt circumdart templo : nam folum templi hinc

Bumine — hinc vid cingitur,
worfhippers
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wortthippers by bathing or wathing. This laft de-
ftination is countenanced, with regard to the cham-
ber on the north-weft and that on the north-eaft cor-
rer, by the row of ftone feats, which flill remains on
each of the fides of the former, Thefe feats have a
gutter, or channel running along at the foot of them
on.the floor 3. and are likewife perforated with holes of
a proper fize; with funnels paffing from them below.
On thefe benches probably the perfons to be purified
placed themfelves, that the water might be let out
upon them' from pipes; or adminiftred in vafes or
ewers: by the attendants, and afterwards be carried
off by the paffages mentioned above (7).

Nor can a provifion for wathing or bathing in this
temple feem ftrange to any one, who reflets, how
high a rank this mode of purification held among
the religious ceremonies of almoft all nations of the’
world. As for the Romans, with whom we are princi-
pally concerned in the prefent inquiry, the fubfiftence
of this ufage among them might be abundantly thewn
by the teftimonies of their writers ; and alfo by the
accommodations provided for it in other buildings of
the fame charaGer with that before us. Some of
thefe flill remain within the neighbourhood of Poz-
zuolo, vz, the magnificent temple near the lake of
Avernus afcribed to Apollo, which has an apartment
adjoining to it indifputably intended for the purpofe

( g) Mefl. Cochiin and Bellicard feem to think this room was in~
tended for another purpofe, by their calling the funnels under the
holes in the feats of it, conduits des {'o]e’: daifance.  'Which of the
two hypothefis’s is to be preferred, I fubmit to the judgment of the
learned; or rather, whether both of them may not be admitted,

as in no-wife incompagible the one with the other.
Vou. 50. Z intimated
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intimated above. For it is furnithed with fevera!
ftone cifterns, whofe inward dimenfions are propor-
tioned to the ordinary fize of an human body ; -and
near them is a fpring, out of which the water was
taken up, and poured into a bafon hollowed out in
the fide of the wall : from thence it ran along in a
groove or channel cut in the ends of the cifterns, to
be let out upon the perfons bathing in them, accord-
ing to their pleafure, or as occafion fhould require.
So likewife in the temple of Venus (as it is com-
monly called) near Baie, there is a large chamber
containing feveral ftone feats for wathing, with little
cells contiguous to it for undrefling before, and
anointing the body and drefling afterwards.

I have but one more particular to add concerning
the apartment in the north-weft angle of the temple,
viz. that,- when it was cleared of its rubbi(h, there was
found in.a niche in one of its fides-a male and female
figure naked, and in the moft flagrant act of natural
lewdnefs. It is now (as we were informed) in.a
private room in the palace at Portici, nor can be feén
without the King’s fpecial permiffion. In the fame
place, probably, may ftand the ftatue of a fatyr in
an unnatural acion with a goat, which was found at
Herculaneum, and is, they fay, of exquifite fculp-
ture, but concealed in the palace above-mentioned
with the fame ftriGt care as the former.

Having thus viewed the feveral chambers .in the
exterior parts of the building, it is requifite (in order
to a regular profecution of our defign) to return to
the grand entrance. And here, pafling thro’ the
corridor above defcribed, we come to a {quare court
er atrium paved with large flabs of white marble

ftreaked
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ftreaked with blue or greyifh veins. At the diftance
of a4 feet further, in the center of the faid court,
ftood the temple properly fo called, containing a
circular area of 54 feet diameter, and elevated above
the level of the pavement, {o as to admit an afcent
to it of five fteps (8), in four different parts anfwer-
ing to the four fides of the corridor. This area is
furrounded with fixteen pedeftals, on which formerly
were columns to fupport a rotundo or dome. Againit
each of thefe columns, on the outfide, there feems
to have been placed a ftatue, and, in the interme-
diate fpaces, vafes for incenfe, or lavers for wathing,
upon low ftands on the floor. In the middle of the
temple was ereCted the grand altar, the traces of
which ftill remain, with a fink or drain near it to
receive and carry off the blood of the victims, &c.
Northward of the temple, and at the diftance
of 25 feet, being the fame fpace, that was be-
tween it and the corridor at the entrance, was once
another ftately veftibule or pavilion, fupported by
four columns four feet and an half in diameter, and
of the Corinthian order, as appears by three of them,
which ftill fubfift ftanding in 2 line with the outer
face of the corridor. This pavilion (if we may
judge by analogy from what we find in other tem~
ples) led to an inner recefs or faerarium terminating,
probably, in the fegment of a circle: ‘but of this
we had no certain proof, as the rubbith was not yet
removed from this part of the building.

58) Vitruvius, Lib. iii. cap. 3. Gradus in fronte ita conflitu-
endi_funt, uti fint femper impares: namque cum dextro pede primus
&radus afcendatur, item in temple primus erit pomendus.

Z 2 I beg
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I beg leave further to mention a remarkable ap-
pearance in fome of the columns of this temple, vz,
that that part of them, which was lowermoft, as
well as that, which was neareft the capitals, is well
preferved and pretty entire ; while part of the in-
termediate {pace for two or three feet together is dif-
coloured, as if it had fuffered by burning; and alfo
excavated in fuch a manner (9), as to contain multi-
tudes of little fhell-fith, which appear, like the pho-
lades in fome ftones, almoft totally inclofed within
their cells, fo as not ta be got out without breaking.
I know no way to account for this fo probable, as
by fuppofing, that the lower parts of thefe columns
were fecured by the mafs of rubbifh, that inclofed
them, as the uppermoft were by their elevated fitua~
tion, from being perforated either by the corrofive
quality of the fea, which (according to tradition)
formerly covered the fite of this temple; or by the
animaleula, which are bred in that element; while
the middle parts ftanding in the water were (per-
haps. for ages) expofed to the injuries mentioned
above. I had no opportunity of taking the height
of the uppermoft line, where the above-mentioned

(%) The learned Abbate de Venuti, F.R.S. and Antiquary to
4he Pope at Rome, has lately by letter favoured me with:an inge-
nious account of this pheenomenon ; tho’ he mentions the granite
columns only as affeted by it. Cam columne, que circumibant
templum, excavarentur e terrdy qud erant partim.obrute —— minu-
tiffime conche, que ex teflaccorum gemere [unt, atque in [axorum:
rimulis prope mare reperiuntuy, ideoque a vulgo Trutti di Mare ap-
pellatee, columnas. hafce (i. e. Thebaicas) quam [apiffime perforave-
rant, [efe componentes, veluti apes in alvears, cim elfent [ejuniie in-
tegumentis ex ipfo lapide fubtiliffimis, )

' alteration

5
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alteration in the columns ended; from the level of
the fea in the bay ; which would have fhewn how
high the water muft have rifen formerly above its pre-
fent mark, to produce the effect afcribed to it on this
hypothefis. But, however that may be, the nature
of the fituation of this place (10) being confidered,
the innovation fuppofed to have happened in it will
not, I prefume, be thought improbable ; efpecially
in a country fo plentifully ftored with combuftible
matter in its interior parts, and confequently fo liable
to changes in its outward form, as this is, and has
been for many ages. For an extraordinary inftance
of this we need go but a little way from this place,
viz. to Il Monte Nuovo, a hill about four miles in
compafs, which in 1538 was caft up in one night’s
time by an eruption, whereby the greateft part of
the Lucrine lake was filled up, and the town of
Tripergola, with a church, convent, hofpital, and
other buildings, intirely buried.

I thall conclude with acquainting you, that at the
corner of the court of this temple, near the prefent
entrance;, there lie fome large bafes of marble, which
(as we were informed) were taken out of the fea at
about a mile’s diftance from Pozzuolo, and are in-
fcribed DVSARI SACRUM. What was the ori-
ginal fituation of thefe monuments, it may not be
poffible now to afcertain. As for DVSARES men-
tioned in the infcription upon them, G. Voffius (11)

(upon

(1) Vid, p. 168.
{11) Nec alius a Asvvow five fole eft Avadpns, five Ascapms, vel
Asvrdprs. Qua vox (ut fufpicor) conflata ex ¥V Dautz et ¥IN
Arerz.
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{upon the authority of Tertullian, and Stephanus
Byzantius) makes him to have been an Arabian deity,
the fame as Bacchus or Sol according to the Roman
theology. That learned man is likewife inclined to
think, that the name DVSARES is compounded of
two Hebrew words; one of which fignifies joy, and
the other, the earth, i.e. mortals, who inhabit it.
This etymology properly exprefles the genial effe&s
of the fun, which makes glad the heart of man by
ripening the fruits of the earth. efpecially the grape:
Whence Virgil calls wine,
Munera letitiamque Dei.  AEn, i. v. 640.
and ftiles Bacchus the fabled inventer of it,

« Bacchus letitie dator.  Ib. v. 738.
I am,
- S IR,
With the greateft refpe,
Your moft obedient humble Servant,

London .
March 14. 1’7 57- J- Nixon.

Aretz. Quorum prius (gandium) alterum notat (terrdm) ut notet

lztitiam terre, five mortalium. Nam Liber five fol letitid implet

mortales, maturando fruges, et uvas, unde de vino fic Maro,
Munera latitiamque Dei, A, i

Dufarem verd effe Arabum numen indicat locus ille Tertulliani in
‘Apolog. c.24. ¢ Unicuique etiam provincize et civitati fuus deus
«¢ eft. . Ut Syrize Aftartes ; ut Arabie Difares.”

Etiam apud Stephanum five Hermolaum Byzantium — dvadpn
—orbweA0s Xy Ropupd UnlnrordTn AggBias. *Esnras I% Sn8 ¢% Av-
vdps. Ok M Juros maes "Aggds X Aayapmwiic Tipelueyos——
VoﬁuS‘de I“ldato Lc il c-‘s.
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